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Knowing your Impression

×You should know your 
impression well when 
you go to an event.

×You need to know the 
basics : what year? How 
old? Where am I?

×And who you are.

×Another important 
factor is what economic 
level is your family?

×Does your family own a 
farm down south? Is 
you Father/Husband a 
Lawyer or northern 
business owner?

×Simple question like 
these improve any 
impression. 



Researching your Wardrobe

ÅNow that you know 
your impression, you 
can begin your 
wardrobe.

ÅFirst you will need to 
research your persona 
and figure which styles 
and textiles would be 
available to you.

ÅNext you will research 
which styles would be 
appropriate for your 
age level.

ÅNext you will research 
about the proper 
underpinnings for your 
dress.



Inside Out
ÅNext you will begin to 

create your wardrobe.

ÅFirst you will need proper 
underpinnings.

ÅThese underpinnings 
should be made of white 
100% cotton material. 

ÅIn the winter a 100% cotton 
flannel in red is also 
appropriate. 

The underpinnings 
from the skin out 
consist of:

×Drawers

×Chemise

×Corset

×Under petticoat

×Crinoline

×Over petticoat (2-3)

×Pocket  (optional)



The Drawers
The Drawers or bloomers usually go on first. For 
teens in their corsets and adults the drawers 
should be split crouch, young girls still playing 
outside should have closed crouch drawers. 



Chemise
ÅNext comes a chemise.

ÅA chemise is like a slip. 
Its purpose is to keep 
body oils off of dresses.

ÅIt should have a 
drawstring around the 
neckline and go off the 
shoulders.



The  Corset
ÅThe corset or stay is the next 

layer.
ÅThe good fit of a corset should 

be something like this: 
Å Does not decrease the waist by more than two inches.
Å COMFORTABLE! Corsets are not meant to be torture 

devices, just bust support.

ÅCorsets should be boned, unless 
impression calls for a working 
corset. 
ÅA working corset is made with 

rows of cording in place of 
bones. Cording allows for more 
flexibility of the wearer, while 
still giving the same period 
silhouette. 



Crinolines & Petticoats
Petticoats

ÅYou will wear multiple 
petticoats for multiple 
reasons

ÅOne underneath

ÅAnd 2-3 over the crinoline 
to smooth out the skirt and 
add fullness 

Crinoline
ÅOr hoop is the next layer of 

skirt support.

Å¢ƘŜ άƘƻƻǇέ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ млл҈ 
cotton fabric and a 2-6 bones 
in the skirt

Å It should end around the mid-
calf and form a bell shape.

Å A crinoline is made of multiple 
bones that are joined together 
by a piece of material



Some Examples of Crinolines and Petticoats 



The Dress
ÅNow comes the dress.

ÅThe dress style you 
wear depends on your 
age, occupation (or 
your husbands/fathers 
occupation)

ÅIn the next slides are 
some CdVs, original 
dresses, and fashion 
plates.



Children



Teens


